
 
To: All members, U.S. Senate  
 
Subject: Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2008  
 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid recently announced his plans to call back the Senate 
for a lame duck session to pass a massive land grab bill that will restrict property rights 
and hamstring energy exploration in the United States. On behalf of the undersigned 
organizations representing hundreds of thousands of taxpayers, small businesses, 
shareholders, consumers, and senior citizens, we strongly urge you to oppose the 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2008. 
 
This legislation  contains over 1,000 pages and is comprised of more than 100 different 
land grab bills. From wilderness areas to heritage areas to wild and scenic rivers, this 
omnibus bill advances a centralized command-and-control vision of American lands. The 
federal government already owns over 650 million acres of land, much of which is 
experiencing severe maintenance backlogs or has already gone into disarray. We are 
concerned the omnibus bill would lock millions of additional acres of land into 
government regulation, preventing American citizens from exercising their right of 
property ownership.  
 
 
By restricting access to land for energy exploration, this legislation is limiting the 
potential of the economy and directly interfering with America’s entrepreneurial drive. 
Through the creation of unnecessary new “conservation” programs, millions of additional 
acres of land will be managed by a vast government bureaucracy and its additional levels 
of “red tape.” This bill would ultimately force the American taxpayer to fund the 
purchase of land that could have otherwise been utilized in the private sector.  
 
Furthermore, this $4 billion omnibus package contains a multitude of pork-barrel 
spending projects. At a time when taxpayers around the country are struggling to make 
ends meet, asking them to shoulder an even higher spending burden is unacceptable. 
Birthday celebrations for cities, tropical botanical gardens, and a study determining 
whether Alexander Hamilton’s boyhood estate is suitable to become a new National Park 
unit clearly are not national priorities, and treating them as such is an affront to your 
constituents.  
 
As a matter of principle, property rights should be protected by granting citizens the right 
to utilize and prosper from the land in this country. Legislation should never arbitrarily 
attempt to seize land from the public and restrict its use, as the omnibus package would. 
We urge you to stand up and reject Senator Reid’s effort to force this larded-up land grab  
down taxpayers’ throats.  
 


